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Over 90 per cent capacity: ID.3 battery impresses in 
ADAC’s 160,000-kilometre endurance test 
 
− High-voltage battery shows no weaknesses even at the end of the warranty 
− Software updates continuously improve the vehicle 
− ADAC praises long-distance suitability and low maintenance requirements 

 
Wolfsburg – The ADAC testers have given the ID.3 an excellent report after four 
years of endurance testing. The engineers at the Test and Technology Centre in 
Landsberg am Lech (Germany) covered more than 160,000 kilometres. The key 
takeaway: the high-voltage battery still has a net capacity of 91 per cent. An ID.3 
Pro S1 with a net battery energy content of 77 kWh was tested. As for all other 
ID. models, Volkswagen guarantees that the battery of the ID.3 still has at least 
70 per cent of its original net capacity after eight years of operation or 160,000 
kilometres of driving. 

 
“The result shows the impressive quality of 
our ID. models even after covering many 
kilometres,” emphasises Martin Sander, 
member of the Volkswagen Board of 
Management responsible for Sales, 
Marketing and After Sales. “A high battery 
capacity of over 90 per cent after 160,000 
kilometres confirms that our  
ID. models are also very attractive as used 
cars and continue to meet the requirements 
of our customers.” 

 
The ADAC testers did not go easy on the battery. In order to reach the 160,000 
kilometres as quickly as possible, rapid charging stations were used to charge the ID.3 
for over 40 per cent of the charging sessions. In addition, contrary to what is 
recommended, the vehicle was also left at the charging station with a 100 per cent 
charge level between test drives, sometimes over several days. 
 
The endurance test was the first of its kind for an ID. family vehicle. Between the test 
drives, the ID.3 was repeatedly checked by the engineers at the Bavarian Test and 
Technology Centre, particularly with regard to its battery condition.  
 
The ADAC has a clear recommendation for customers: software updates should always 
be installed. During the endurance test, the ID.3 received several software updates – 
including the Electric Vehicle Route Planner, which plans the charging stops on a 
longer route so the destination is reached as quickly as possible. In addition to the 
charge level, the system also takes into account the current traffic situation and 
forecasts. Alongside various bug fixes, the updates included an increase in charging 
capacity to up to 170 kW.  
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The updates also had a positive effect on consumption and thus the range. In 
particular, the new software significantly improved power consumption over short 
distances and in winter temperatures from 0 to 5°C. 
 
Other positive points highlighted by the ADAC testers: despite the high mileage, the 
body and chassis were in good condition. The axles, suspension and steering coped 
well with the vehicle weight and did not show any significant issues or problems.  
 
All further information and test data can be found here (only available in German) 
 
1) ID.3 Pro S – combined power consumption 16.3–15.6 kWh/100 km; combined CO2 
emissions 0 g/km; CO2 class: A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Volkswagen Passenger Cars brand has a global presence and produces vehicles at 28 locations in 12 
countries. In 2024, Volkswagen delivered about 4.8 million cars. These include bestsellers such as the Polo, T-
Roc, T-Cross, Golf, Tiguan and Passat as well as the successful all-electric models of the ID. family. About 
170,000 people currently work at Volkswagen around the world. With its ACCELERATE strategy, the company 
is consistently driving forward its development into the most desirable brand for sustainable mobility. 

https://www.adac.de/rund-ums-fahrzeug/autokatalog/autotest/vw-id3-dauertest/
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