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Corona pandemic: Volkswagen donates one million euros for
immediate aid and emergency relief in refugee camps
•
•
•

Donation to provide support in Syria, Turkey and Greece
Corona pandemic exacerbates situation for refugees
Funds go to German Red Cross and its local partners who coordinate the relief efforts

Wolfsburg, April 8, 2020 – The Volkswagen Group is donating one million euros for
immediate aid and emergency relief for refugees in Syria, Turkey and Greece menaced by
the corona pandemic. The funds will be given to the German Red Cross (DRK), which is
organizing and implementing support locally together with the national Red Cross and
Red Crescent organizations.
Volkswagen Board Member for Human Resources, Gunnar Kilian, underscored: “Volkswagen has a
responsibility for refugees and the humanitarian consequences of global migration. Our Group
has engaged in refugee aid since 2015. Given the present emergency situation in the
Mediterranean area, we are expanding our engagement for refugees beyond Germany: Because
corona knows no national borders. With this donation, we want to help provide swift and
effective local support. “
DRK General Secretary, Christian Reuter, said: “We are very grateful for the Volkswagen Group’s
support. The humanitarian situation of those affected – be it in Syria, in Turkey or in Greece – is
dramatic as a result of the continuing tense conflict situation and is made even worse by the
corona pandemic. Refugees and displaced persons everywhere do not even have the bare
necessities. With the support of the Volkswagen Group, the international Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement can now provide essential aid to the displaced persons in Syria and the
refugees in Turkey and Greece.”
According to the United Nations, almost 3 million people in north-west Syria urgently need aid.
There are a further 3.8 million refugees in Turkey. At the same time, tens of thousands of people
and their families are having to endure unbearable social and hygienic conditions on the GreekTurkish border and on the Greek islands. And now there is also the threat of the corona pandemic.
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The funds made available by the Volkswagen Group are to be used to procure, transport and
distribute humanitarian assistance and food as well as medical and psychosocial emergency
relief. In addition, the funds will also finance equipment, training and supplies for the volunteers
from the local sister societies of DRK as well as local aid organizations.
In the course of the corona crisis, Volkswagen has already donated several hundred thousand
medical face masks for the public health system. A further donation totaling some €40 million is
being used to air-lift additional medical supplies such as face masks and protective clothing for
medical centers and hospitals from China. The Group has begun producing face shield
components using 3D printing for delivery to Spain. Furthermore, Volkswagen is using its
international supply and logistics network to provide support to the public health system to
procure medical products and aid materials.
Volkswagen Group Refugee Support has been initiating and coordinating integration programs in
Germany to prepare young refugees for occupational training and the labor market since 2015.
Over 5,000 people have already been helped to date. Expanding refugee support on an
international scale is an important element of the Volkswagen Group’s engagement in these
activities.
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About the Volkswagen Group:
The Volkswagen Group, with its headquarters in Wolfsburg, is one of the world’s leading automobile
manufacturers and the largest carmaker in Europe. The Group comprises twelve brands from seven European
countries: Volkswagen Passenger Cars, Audi, SEAT, ŠKODA, Bentley, Bugatti, Lamborghini, Porsche, Ducati,
Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles, Scania and MAN. The passenger car portfolio ranges from small cars all the
way to luxury-class vehicles. Ducati offers motorcycles. In the light and heavy commercial vehicles sector, the
products range from pick-ups to buses and heavy trucks. Every weekday, 671.205 employees around the globe
produce on average 44,567 vehicles, are involved in vehicle-related services or work in other areas of business.
The Volkswagen Group sells its vehicles in 153 countries.

In 2019, the total number of vehicles delivered to customers by the Group globally was 10.97 million (2018:
10.83 million). The passenger car global market share was 12.9 percent. Group sales revenue in 2019 totaled
EUR 252.6 billion (2018: EUR 235.8 billion). Earnings after tax in the fiscal year now ended amounted to
EUR 14.0 billion (2018: EUR 12.2 billion).
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