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Brief summary To the point

The Golf -anicon turns 40!
Built 30 million times worldwide in seven generatio ns

The only really classless car in the compact class

Wolfsburg / Detroit, January 2014. The most successful European
car of all time will be 40 years old in the new ye#he Golf from
Volkswagen is in the seventh generation now and basn built
more than 30 million times since 1974. At the ceadf the Golf's
career four decades ago stood a revolution botdesign and drive
systems. Its in-line engines were now placed crésswnder the
front hood; and they were water-cooled, not airdedolike the flat
engine of the Beetle, which is installed in therceAnd as in the
Scirocco sports coupé, the five-door hatchback Gmdfs equipped

with the safe front-wheel drive.

Volkswagen will light its first birthday candle fotDas Auto” —
much imitated, never matched — at the North Amaritaternational
Auto Show in Detroit (January 13-26, 2014). A bow the
Americans: because it was in North America where fhrst Golf
generation under the “Rabbit” label set a saleoréamong the new
imported cars, with over 100,000 vehicles sold witla single year
as of February 1975. As of 1978, Volkswagen buil¢ t'‘Rabbit” in
its newly opened Westmoreland plant in Pennsylvamiizectly in
the United States, instead of having it shippedfiBurope. Thus the
company in 1979 defied an overall market, which rsdunk by
nearly 6 percent — sales of the Rabbit rose by dtent to 215,000

vehicles in comparison to the previous year.

Before the production was relocated to the Pueb&ntpin Mexico
(1988), its sister model Jetta, a very popular seda America,
assumed the role as sales engine in the Unitece&t&till, the Golf,

as a technical and optically related model, alwagmsained part of
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the American success story of the Jetta; in tandeith that, the
“GTI" and “Golf R” soon was a “must” for fans of pscially sporty
compact cars. The fact is: while the Jetta becameentost successful
car of all German car makers in the United Statks,Golf advanced

to be the most successful car in Europe.

Golf I: with the Golf I, not only the C-pillars became a design

theme

Compared to the spherical Beetle, the Golf's angalderior defined
by Italian designer Giorgio Giugiaro constitutedparadigm shift.
This includes elements — the horizontal front wighm grill and
downwardly protruding headlights — that continuedefine a style to
this very day. Until then, the only job for C-pitlain cars was to
support a roof. Only with the Golf did they becomelesign theme.

“There are only a few cars in the world whose dasitas been so
systematically advanced from generation to genemtisays Klaus
Bischoff, Chief Designer at Volkswagen Brand, emgikang the
timelessness of the Golf. “What the Porsche 91foissports cars,
the Golf is for high-volume models: a classlessniand member of

the automotive Hall of Fame. A modern but nanadish car.”

With the first Golf GTI, Volkswagen launched a médeersion in
1976 that soon became a synonym for compact spasingetting
110 PS from its 1.6-liter engine displacement. Thelf D (1976)
and GTD (1982) meant the breakthrough of dieselimag in the
compact segment. In 1979 came the first Golf cotibé, at times
the best-selling open car in the world. Volkswageas able to sell
6.99 million vehicles of the first generation ofetiGolf, including all
derivatives — a worthy successor of the Beetle,chtiad been built

21.5 million times, was found.
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Golf Il —the darling of the “Golf generation”

The Golf Il arrived in 1983. It was 170 millimetetenger and 55
millimeters wider than its predecessor, offeringnsmerably more
space, especially in the back. Concurrently, it wae Golf that
introduced the regulated catalytic converter (1984BS (1986) and
power-steering; it was available for the first timéth four-wheel
drive in the Golf “Syncro.”And a decisive new direction was set in
terms of design: instead of trying out somethingtirty new,
Volkswagen opted to advance the design languaghefGolf based

on its predecessor's design DNA.

By the time the Golf Il went into retirement in 1B96.3 million
vehicles had found their way out onto the streeftke guideline:
“conceptual continuity, design evolution as well @sogress in

details and the overall quality” had paid off.

Golf I11: VR6 power, wedge shape and oval headlights

With the launch of the third generation of the Goif August 1991,
Volkswagen heralded a new era of safety. Because mere was the
first Golf with front airbags (1992)> and it also ensured the
democratization of passenger protection with regad crash

resistance.

This was enhanced by technological highlights sashthe first six-
cylinder (VR6), the Ecomatic transmission, the firsexidation
catalytic converter for diesel engines (1991), tinst direct injection
diesel engines (TDI, 1993) and side airbags (1996)addition, a
new convertible and the first Golf station wagonredaunched on
the market in 1993. In 1997, the third generatiomswetired; after a

total — including all derivatives — of 4.83 milliorehicles.

The slight wedge shape with g ealue of 0.30, the subtle shoulder,
the fully integrated bumpers and the oval headlgbonstituted the
most important design features of the Golf Ill. Whe that were
lined up precisely with the body gave it a moreid@dtance on the

road, even the less powerful versions.
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Golf IV: Confidence and the magic of the “swept C”

The Golf IV, developed under the aegis of former|R&ovagen
Group Chief Designer Hartmut Warkuf in 1997, isrs@s a stylistic
icon to this very day. The clear and precise designt sighals that
pointed the way into the future its influence on the VW design can
actually still be seen today. One thing that certailasted is the
elegant profile of the body joints, such as theikstig parallel
momentum that characterizes the rear roof piHathe “swept C.
Moreover, the marked horizontal visual of all lingave the Golf IV

great confidence, indeed the confidence of a big ca

Yet the fourth Golf generation was groundbreaking terms of
technology as well. The great quality image prewvajlin both the
interior and exterior went way beyond all previosteandards in the
segment. At the same time, the first ESP (1998, bhake assist, a
four-wheel Golf with Haldex clutch (Golf 4MOTION) na head

airbags raised the safety level significantly.

The first model with fuel direct injection (FSI) drthe fastest Golf
of all time up to then, the R32 (top speed: 250 ikmivas launched
in 2002. It was this top model that in 2003 was thst ever to be
available with the extremely fast and fuel-efficiewual-clutch
gearbox (DSG). All in all, Volkswagen produced 4.9f8illion

vehicles of the fourth Golf generation.

Golf V: Mature concept with sporty front

The Golf V reflected yet another maturing procedstloe model
range. The static torsional rigidity was improvey & percent, the

highest figure in the “Golf class,” as the segmerds long defined
by then. Anew four-link rear suspension gave itrgesed dynamism
as did the first turbocharged direct injection gas® engine in the
Golf GTI (2004) and the world's first twincharged I, 2006)

combining turbo and superchargers.
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The design of the Golf V, again with the characiéd C-pillar, the
powerful rear and the muscular silhouette risingvdaod the rear,
hints at greater dynamism than its predecessorti®Réarly striking:

the sporty front. That the hood followed the contaf the three-
dimensionally shaped headlights, which were pulietd the fender,
was a novel feature. Incidentally, the Golf GTI reakthe very most

of these new features.

All in all, including all derivatives such as GdMlus and CrossGolf,
3.4 million vehicles rolled off the assembly line five years— the

success story was carried forward without interrompt

Golf VI: Razor-sharp precision and horizontal elements

The body of the Golf VI, desighed in 2008 under thegis of the
new Group Chief Designer Walter de Silva, was psecias though
carved with a knife. It was more accentuated, mdteee-

dimensional than its predecessor, with preciselyirga lines and
edges, and with finely proportioned flared surfacasd recesses.
What caught the eye immediately was the body desligh was once
more flatter than its high predecessor. Fittinge thew Volkswagen
design DNA going for the consistent horizontal aligent of the

front and rear elements.

The premium quality of the Golf VI, of which anoth2.85 million
vehicles had been built by the end of July 2012tahes the design.
Alongside the five stars in theEuro NCAFP' crash test, the premium

interior, including a knee airbag for the first #mspeaks volumes.

In the BlueMotion version, the Golf for the firsimte undercut the
100 g/km CQ mark with a combined fuel consumption of only 3.8
/200 km. New assistance systems, Stop-Start systéattery
regeneration mode, dynamic cornering lights and LEdar lights
deliver the proof that the technological advancetmef the Golf

never once stood still.
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Golf VII: New proportions and up to 100 kilos less weight

The newest Golf, the Golf VII that was presented Berlin on
September 4, 2012, delivers the most up-to-daterpretation of the
Volkswagen design DNA that is to be described bgtéiees such as

functionality, ruggedness, honesty, and reliability

But it also expands it by new proportions based lorury class
vehicles. The reason: the new modular transversgixm@MQB) of
the Volkswagen Group had the front wheels moveth®sfront by 43
millimeters. Thus the front overhang was shortengte hood in
return is longer, creating a so-called “cab bacldiaffect, with the

passenger compartment moved a long way toward &oé.b

The typical C-pillar graphics, which we also findtlw the Golf VII,

looks like a drawn bowstring. It accelerates evestationary Golf
forward visually and is also a tribute to the fimhd fourth Golf —
the two design icons of the series. When you aee libst, you have
every reason to be confident and composed. The Bblexpresses

this sentiment. It rests in itself.

Weighing up to 100 kilograms less, Volkswagen sedsd with the
new Golf VIl in reversing the upward weight spifalr the first time;
and the consumption is reduced by up to 23 percéepending on
the engine. The consumption, which has been furtkduced to 3.2
I/200 km (equaling 85 g/km CQ for the Golf TDI BlueMotion as
well as the version with natural gas drive (TGl)ank new fuel-
efficiency records. At the same time, the Golf wikewise enter the
age of electric mobility in the new year: either apure “plug-in”
(e-Golf) with a driving range of up 190 kilometeos as a future
plug-in hybrid version with a standard fuel consump of 1.5
liters/100km (= 35 g/km C¢) and an electric driving range of up to

50 kilometers.

Regardless of the drive system, the Golf is equibpeday with a
whole armada of innovative assistance systems cardyosome as
options and others as standard, that continue tmodeatize the

safety and comfort — a true Volkswagen.
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The beginning Golf I —-1974 to 1983

Golf follows Beetle -a revolution

Wolfsburg / Detroit, January 2014. The first full-production Golf
rolled off the production line in Wolfsburg in Maicl1974 and was
in Volkswagen dealerships that May. In those shawme, where for
decades the Beetle and thus rear-mounted engindsrear-wheel
drive had dominated the scene, a new era had nomneld: that of
the transversely mounted front engine and front-ethérive. This
trend had been heralded a short time earlier byStieocco and- as
the first Volkswagen front-wheel drive car, based the K70 taken
over from NSU— the Passat, launched in 1973. With the launch of
the Golf, the highest volume vehicle category haivnalso been

switched to the new technology.

As the successor to the legendary Beetle, of whoieér 21.5 million
units were made, the Golf | designed by Giorgio gd&ro had to live
up to the great expectations that it would carrytba success story
of what until then was the world most successful car. In the spring
of 1974, nobody could really be sure that this wbuhdeed be
achieved. However, the modern and reliable drivestasm, the
spacious internal layout with a tailgate and fololah rear seat, and
ultimately the design as well, won over the markesuch an extent
that production of the one-millionth Golf was aldga being

celebrated in October 1976.

At the time, Volkswagen wrote on the new numbenlhe program:
“The Golf offers a maximum in usable space and safdt is
uncompromisingly geared toward practical use. The Iwaistline
makes for a clear appearance, the sloping frontdhmovides a view
of the road right up to the car. Thanks to the dradown rear
window, reverse driving is no problem.” And thosemuments still

ring true today.
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In the United States, where the first Golf geneyatiunder the
“Rabbit” label was launched in February 1975, tlenpact sedan set
a sales record among the new imported cars in 19viéh over
100,000 vehicles sold within a single ye&ipon its successful debut
on the American market, the Rabbit gained anoth@m8rcent plus
in 1977. The bestseller was built not only in Genmédut also in the
United States, namely at the new Westmoreland plant

Pennsylvania as of April 1978.

Like every Golf that would appear after it, thestirgeneration too
reflected the progress and automotive trends oties For example,
in launching the first Golf GTI (in 1976) Volkswageheralded the
introduction of greater dynamism in this class, Wwhthe Golf D
(naturally aspirated diesel engine, 1976) and thterl Golf GTD
(turbodiesel, 1982) marked the breakthrough forsdiecars in the
compact segment. In 1979, with the Golf convertiblat times the
world’s best-selling open-top car — Volkswagen bgbtia breath of
fresh air into a vehicle category that by that timad long been
simply called the “Golf class.” The range of protisievas widening
in the United States as wellhe diesel version, convertible and the
pickup, marketed in Europe as Caddy, completed tamge of
products manufactured in Westmoreland in 19T8@e global sales
figures added up: 6.99 million vehicles of the figeneration Golf,
including all derivatives such as the convertibledaghe Jetta (at that
time based on the same body), were sold acrossyem@mtinent of
the globe — 0.87 million Golf cars per yearhe Golf had proved

itself a worthy successor to the Beetle.

The Golf | design

“It all began with a revolution in 1974,” says Klawischoff, Chief
Designer for the Volkswagen brand since 2007: “Tstep from
Beetle to Golf was truly revolutionary. The chanfyem air-cooled
rear engine to water-cooled front engine, and froear to front
wheel drive respectively, was a completely new eé&hiayout at the

time. Creatively, the Volkswagen designers chanffech a round to
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an angular form in those days, thanks to the legeyndiesign by
Giorgio Giugiaro. The main design elements of thelf@, such as
the silhouette of the upright, massive C-pillare throminent wheel
arches and the typical horizontal front with slimrillg and

downwardly protruding headlights are in every Guoif the present

day.”

To really understand why the first Golf — this captlear, compact
Volkswagen — constituted a revolution on its deB8tyears ago, we

have to go back to this period:

in the early 70s, suddenly everything changed. Emgine is no
longer in the rear, as was the case with the Bedtle in the front.
Cooling is not implemented with air but with watémnd the cylinder
assembly is not boxer a flat engine type, but isemies. The first
model, K70, which was still developed by NSU anddsander the
VW label, demonstrated that a Volkswagen with frartgine and
front wheel drive is also feasible. But the K70rs more than a
stepping stone on the way to the future. Volkswag& made use of
synergies, transplanted Audi technology into Vollks®n models,
and pumped around 2.5 billion marks into the bafwis technical
production of a completely new model range. Thisved effective.
First, in the summer of 1973, the Passat appearedpring 1974,
the Scirocco followed. No one would have suspedteat this two-
door coupe was to be the technical harbinger of ttoest successful
German car of all time. It was still spring, stlBb74, when the first
of more than 30 million Golf cars made to date edll off the

assembly line.

“On the outside” people were still blissfully unamwaof the car,
which was set to repeat a German economic mirdtleas the time
of Sunday driving bans and excessively flowered|paper on the
walls. It was the year when the Swedes Agnetha,nBemjorn and
Anni-Frid delivered their show at the Grand PridEdtovision - the
first spark of an international career. It was tfear Germany was to
win the World Cup, the year Willy Brandt went anclishut Schmidt

came in ten days later. It was May, and Volkswageasented the
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new Golf to the international press in Munich.

The new Volkswagen was an instant success. Thenpists were
thrilled. And the former Beetle drivers were tocheloriginal design
by the grand master, that is, Giorgio Giugiaro drid body design
bureau ltaldesign, hit the taste of the time to gwnt. The Italian
superstar had unveiled his Golf Design as earlyl831. It was
perfected in the newly established Design CenteWislfsburg under
the direction of then-Chief Designer Herbert Sclidfeound instead
of square eyes are added, and perhaps the mostkweWn C-pillar
in the world. A C-pillar that literally looks likea C! In 1974,
Volkswagen described the design of the new car@ke Golf offers
a maximum in usable space and safety. It is uncompgingly
geared toward practical use. The low waistline nsaker a clear
appearance, the sloping front hood provides a viéwhe road right
up to the car. Thanks to the drawn-down rear windoweverse

driving is no problem.”

In 2012, 38 years later, Marc Lichte, Head of EkterDesign
comments about this car: “When we made the Golf, Mié also had
a Golf I in the design department and | we were &g the
characteristics of the surfaces. Alone the wayGhpillar accelerates
the look. That was our yardstick. Up until then, glilars were
previously just there to carry the roof, and thegre not a design
element in 1974. They only turned into that withetiBolf.” And
although designers live in the future, and devetbe shapes of the
future, Marc Lichte says about the new Golf: “Yowst be aware of
that history to perpetuate the success.” Maybe'shdte key to the

success of this series!
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The concept perfected Golf Il —-1983 to 1991

How the Golf DNA was created

Wolfsburg / Detroit, January 2014. The second generation Golf
was the Volkswagen in which the baby-boomer genenatpeople
who are now in their fifties and sixties, learnexd drive. While its
predecessor had already become a favorite of aVirdy instructors
and learner drivers, the second Golf had now becodimmly
established in their minds as their permanent nundme choice. As
of August 1983, they no longer sat quite so closesach other, as
that year’'s press kit pointed out: “The wheelbasenobw 75 mm
longer, while the track width at the front has bdenreased by 23
mm and at the back by 50 mm. Total length has iaseel by 170
mm (now 3.99 m) and the width by 55 mm (now 1.42.mJhe level
of comfort, measured by the space between accelena¢dal and
rear seatback, has increased by 37 mm to 1,837 wimle elbow
room in the front is now 92 mm wider and in the kas up by 112

mm. On the four-door model the increase is even h20.”

Another fact is: it was the Golf that introducedethregulated
catalytic converter (1984), anti-lock braking systg ABS, 1986)
and power-steering to the Golf class and which dtean all-wheel
drive system for the first time (Syncro, 1986). Aad far back as
1989 — some 23 years ago! Volkswagen was alreadyeiling a
prototype of this Golf with an electric engine aadother with a
hybrid drive system. The United States in the maaatdeveloped
into a sort of parallel universe — one for vehichwgh notchback.
Volkswagen responded by sending the Jetta, a sistedel of the
Golf designed as a sedan, to the United Statesfa$985. With
success: in the years to come, this Volkswagen wabe the most

successful car of a German producer on the Amerinarket.

In June 1988, 14 years after its debut, the Gold laéso surpassed

the magical production milestone of 10 million velgs. In addition,
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Volkswagen in America relocated the production bé tGolf from
the Westmoreland plant to the new location in Paeirl Mexico,
where the Jetta was also produced later. The fsctncluding all
derivatives, a total of 6.3 million first generatianits was produced

by the summer of 1991 — that is, 0.79 million Go#frs annually.

The Golf Il design

“The most important moment in the history of thelGim the late
70s was actually a decision taken by the board mesb as Marc
Lichte, Senior Head of Volkswagen Exterior Desigrkplains, “to
take the Golf | design further, and to design thelfGl on the basis
of its optical DNA. That's where it all began, artbat's how
Volkswagen created a basis for the continuous dgwakent of the
series.” “They could easily have said: 'We'll donmszthing entirely
different,’ as many of the competitors have donat Bien someone
said, 'No, let's continue to build on this themEh'at was the most
important step, and the cornerstone for the sucadsshe future

series!”

The age of the second Golf began in 1983. Germaag wrilled
when UIf Merbold was catapulted into space on t@®lumbia” that
year. Meanwhile, Michel Jackson's album “Thrillerfeached
previously unimagined sales regions, and became bigt-selling
LP/CD of all time. Apple invented the “mouse” foomputers. The
CDU and Helmut Kohl were elected into government bye

Germans, and the Greens became the fourth parBamiament. In
China, the first Volkswagen rolls off the line — @antana, the
notchback version of the Passat. And in autumn, #tezond-
generation Golf was launched. Even though the newlf Gvas

significantly larger, with more volume and full faly compatibility,

the drag coefficient was reduced from 0.42 to 0.34.

The designers managed to get this second Golf soich good shape
that it stayed fresh into the 90ies. The Golf Iidhevolved. In terms
of silhouette, it had stayed true to the Golf I thhe deep shoulder
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had turned into a distinctive bead. The stern read underwent the
most radical changes: “The tail lights,” says Madrichte, “were

located just above the bumper in the Golf I, whighs standard at
the time. And that was still the case when the A@bMvas launched.
And what did the Volkswagen designers do? They thet tail lights

from the very bottom to the very top! No other dead this at the
time.” Result: the Golf Il had an unmistakable lofskm behind too.
Once again, the long roof that flowed into the vetgeply inclined
tailgate stood out: due to the drawn-back roof atekp C-pillar, the
Golf Il offered much more interior volume in the diathan its

competitors. Form follows function.

Another visual bridge between the first and secogeheration,
however, was the front end: the radiator grill Is@larried round
headlights that protruded downward from the grilhsignificant?
Not at all. Just as is the case with a human faicés exactly such
deviations from the norm that make a car truly waqBut it also
means: evolution not revolution! The official Volkagen statement
from 1983 says in this regard: “After careful caohsiation, decision
was taken in Wolfsburg — the Golf must remain afGdVolkswagen
continued: “That is, no new design deviating frohe tGolf concept
— but nonetheless, a new car from bumper to bumaecprding to
the motto: continuity in concept, progress in detaid quality.” The

rest is history — see above!
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Safety wins

Golf Il —1991 to 1997

So damn grow-up, this Golf

Wolfsburg / Detroit, January 2014. With the launch of the third
generation of the Golf in August 1991, Volkswageerdlded a new
era of safety. The Golf Il was the first of therss to have front
airbags, starting in 1992, while major advancesthe area of car
body construction also resulted in significantly proved crash
safety. Looking back, it can be said that with tkdslf Volkswagen
truly democratized passive safety, as the improvembtection

benefited millions of car drivers all over the gkb

However, there are also numerous other Golf milessoassociated
with the Golf Ill. Many new features made their ded in this new
Golf: the first six cylinder engine (VR6), the leg#ary Ecomatic
transmission, cruise control, the first oxidatioata&lytic converter
for diesel engines (1991), the first direct injexti diesel engines
(TDI in 1993 and SDI in 1995) and the first siderbaigs (1996).
Also, ABS became a standard feature on all Golf elsdin

September 1996. In 1993, Volkswagen had also intced a new
convertible based on the Golf Ill, a new all-wheglive model

(Syncro Il) and the first Golf Variant (a statioragon). A year later,
in May 1994, Volkswagen celebrated production oé tt6-millionth

Golf. The third generation ended in 199#¢cluding all derivatives, a
total of 4.83 million third generation units wasopgiuced, or 0.81

million per year.

Design Golf |11

The roots of the third Golf go back to 1985. WhiMikhail
Gorbachev takes on the leadership of the KremlitMimscow, and a
17-year-old named Boris Becker sweeps his oppooéhnthe lawn in

the finals at Wimbledon, the official launch of thA3” takes place
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in Wolfsburg — the “A” representing the segment idestion A-
Class (the Mercedes of the same name did not ¢kést) and “3” for
the third generation Golf (the Audi A3 had not beemented at that
time either). In February 1987, Chief Designer Haitb Schafer
submits nine different models of the next Golf teetBoard. In the
ensuing months, the results were discussed andmiged further,
until the very best design emerged in December uride direction
of Chairman Carl Horst Hahn, and it was time forpiementation.
Four years later, the Golf Ill is ready for seripsoduction. As
Herbert Schéafer said at the time: “In the firststeom Golf | to Il
we made the car bigger, installed more powerful irag, and
improved its handling. Now, in the third generatiahe design takes
precedence. We have found a look that is typicaltted Golf: it

radiates quality and safety.”

When the new generation was launched onto the ntarké991, its
distinguishing feature was a slight wedge shape (ibdy line rises
toward the rear), making it stand out from its peedssor, and a
continuous chamfer underneath the window sill. AsriM Lichte,
2012 Head of Volkswagen Exterior Design, explaitiBhe car now
had a subtle shoulder, which linked the front aedrrlights visually;
the small chamfer made this look fashionable. thie '90s take on
the Golf. And it was in fact the first wedge-shapéwlf. Further
distinguishing features were the newly integral, ssige bumpers,

and the even more striking C-pillar.”

Thanks to the significantly wider track, the cardha powerful
stance on the road, and, as opposed to the prewdeusration, the
wheels were flush with the aerodynamically optindzkody (drag
coefficient 0.30) — even in the versions with Igeswerful engines.
Although no single detail, shape and or radius wasen from the
previous model, anyone would immediately recogrtize car: this is
clearly a Golf. Even though larger, oval headlighitsstead of the
classic round headlights now illuminated the nigbual? Not a mere
coincidence. Again, Marc Lichte explains: “In theol& 1, the twin

headlights of the Golf GTI were simply connectetleimally to form
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oval headlights under the direction of Herbert Seh&A brilliant
trick. Incidentally, since the grill became narrawethe third

generation headlights once again protruded downward
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The icon of tomorrow Golf IV  —1997 to 2003

Masterpiece Golf

Wolfsburg / Detroit, January 2014. Under the direction of Hartmut
Warkuf3, then Head of Design at Volkswagen (Groupg Golf 1V
crystallized the clear, precise design that livgudlto the history of
the Volkswagen brand more than ever before whiliisg its course
to the future. It is in this era that the Volkswagdesign DNA has
its origins. Today, design experts regard the QWlfas a style icon
and a pioneering step for the modehot least because despite all its
clarity and characteristic C-pillar design it stiirged a link back to
the Golf | of 1974.

However, the Golf IV was not only pioneering in &3 of its looks,
it was groundbreaking in its engineering as wellittWthis car
Volkswagen achieved a totally new standard of gyalh this market
segment and thus became the first manufactureveéscmme vehicle
class boundaries. With the debut of ESC (in 1998) ahe brake
assistant system, the car continued to democratedety. Also in
1998, Volkswagen unveiled the first all-wheel drivgolf with a
Haldex clutch — the Golf 4AMOTION. One year laterSE became a
standard feature, initially in Germany. In the sawywar, the first
Golf with six-speed transmission made its debut.ereh then
followed in 2001 the Golf GTI 132kW (launched to rkahe GTI's
25th anniversary and now already sought-after adassic) and in
2002 the first Golf with gasoline direct injectigkSI) and the debut
of window airbags fitted as standard. Also in 20029lkswagen
launched what at the time was the sportiest Godrethe R32, with
a top speed of 250 km/h. It was this top model timaR003 was the
first ever to be available with the revolutionariliast and fuel-
efficient dual-clutch gearbox (DSG) - the automatiansmission for
a new era. In the same year, after production 824million units,

the Golf IV — the first fully galvanized Golf andeé first available
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with a navigation system and xenon headlights — enagy on the
production lines for the Golf V. Including all destives, a total of
4.99 million fourth generation units was producedthat is, 0.83

million Golf cars annually.

The Golf IV design

A brief recap of 1997: the slogan “Let me entertaiou” turned
Robbie Williams from a teen idol into a worldwidéas;, Princess
Diana died in Paris, Michael Schumacher became davaHampion
for a fifth time, and Volkswagen presented the tbhugeneration of
the Golf — in terms of design, the purest and asaryet. This Golf
is created under the direction of Hartmut Warkul®éHd of Design at
Volkswagen until 2003); and it's generally acceptkdt this design
has already made history. Warkul3 says: “The GoH immonument. A
car that smoothly entered into the footsteps of thbally
successful Beetle. It made good sense to complerttentcompany
strategy in an evolutionary rather than revolutiondashion. It is
important to demonstrate continuity at a very highiel.” And that's

exactly what Warkuf3 did with the fourth Golf!

However, nothing is copied from the Golf Ill. Onetltontrary, not a
single body panel is taken on from the predecedeprthe entirely
redesigned, new generation Golf. The front windawflatter, the
rear window is steeper, the roof extends even ®rthack. Even
Giorgio Giugiaro, creator of the first Golf desigfi 1974, expressed
his admiration for the new car: “The original DNAf ohe Golf

remains evident in its fourth generation.” Giugiarccompliment
referred to the purism of the lines, the conscioaduction to the
essential shape, which made the fourth generatioff 6tand out.

The logical and elegant profile of the body jointsich as the
parallel momentum that characterizes the side véeaund the rear
roof pillar are striking — the “swept” C. Equallyscinct: the clear
styling of the front and rear designs, as well las tevel of detail of

the wheel arches. Another novelty: for the firsméi, the rear
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registration plate on the Golf is no longer betwedbka taillights, but

deeply integrated inside the bumper.

As Marc Lichte, now Head of Exterior Design at Vslkagen,
remarks about the 1997 Golf: “The Golf 1V did awaith the wedge
shape and shoulder. Rather, a completely smootHaser now
characterized the silhouette, and the powerful Wiaeehes perfected
this clarity: the car needed these uniquely designiéeel arches to
get away with the clean side surfaces. Another ueifeature, were
the aforementioned parallel lines of the C-pillas a stylistic
element that has now reappeared in the Gulf VllisTdevelopment
began with the Golf IV — in the reduction to essals, this is a true

masterpiece.”

As Lichte continues: “In my opinion, this was thiest truly classless
Golf.” And he explains why: “Compact cars are conmhodesigned
as a wedge shape, so they don't look like a boxu Youldn't
possibly give larger cars, such as a luxury cargieage shape — the
line would have nowhere to run to. That's why baysare always
laid out horizontally, thus giving them an air o@iperiority. This
horizontal, confident visual was transferred to tGelf for a first
time by the Hartmut WarkuR3 design — the fourth gatien therefore

has the confidence of a large car.”
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Grown up

Golf V. -2003 to 2008

The Golf is gaining momentum

Wolfsburg / Detroit, January 2014. This was the Golf that boasted
levels of comfort and dynamic performance that leftany a
competitor in its class way behind. The same weat the catls
guality. One factor that underlines the stabilitf tbe laser-welded
bodywork was the 35 per cent increase in torsiomidity
demonstrated when the Golf V made its debut in 2008 request,
the Golf was now also available for the first timéh side airbags-
together with the six standard airbags (front, sfident and window)

there were thus eight protective air buffers onrdoa

In terms of comfort as well as dynamic performaracel handling,
the Golf V scored in numerous areas, including: nesw four-link
rear suspension and new seven-speed DSG, bi-xeeadlilghts, rain
sensor and panoramic sliding sunroof, plus the dedfuthe first
turbocharged direct injection gasoline engine im tBolf GTI (in
2004) and the world first twincharger (in the 2006 TSI), combining
turbo and superchargers. At the same time, new clehbody
versions also made the Golf attractive to a widange of drivers.
The Golf Plus was launched in 2006, and the yea®728aw the
launches of the CrossGolf, a new station wagon, ahe Golf
BlueMotion, which set a new benchmark with its condd fuel
consumption of just 4.5 1/100 km. Including all deatives, a total of
3.4 million sixth generation units was produced hatt is, 0.68

million Golf cars annually.

The Golf V design

In 2003, Europe experienced the hottest summereituries. Johnny
Depp and Keira Knightley feature in “Pirates of ti@aribbean.”

Arwen aka Liv Tyler and Viggo Mortensen as Aragosumnd off a
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piece of cinematic history in the third part of “tcb of the Rings.”
But the greatest heroes in 2003 are the sorceegfsentice Harry
Potter and the now six-times Formula 1 World ChasmpMichael
Schumacher. For countless motorists, however, ftigalight of the
year was the launch of the new Golf in October!dtdy was larger,
safer and even higher quality. An essential aspeét this
development is a significant improvement in stiffse- the static
torsional rigidity was improved by 80 percent, thighest figure in
the Golf class. This drastic increase in qualityswa be reflected in
the design of the Golf V. That's no mean feat, sitite expectations

on the car are on the increase with each new g¢ioera

By 2003, the Golf had been the best selling camfr@ermany for
almost three uninterrupted decades. Purely in stigél terms, 2,055
customers around the world had decided to purchaszolf, every
day and since 1974. It has generally come to beaned as “Das
Auto,” “The Car” par excellence, as the only compatass model
that is truly classless. What about the fifth GoA8 it always was,
and yet entirely different. Compared to its direxmpetitors, this
Golf looked as classless and confident as any otBGeif. This
applied both to the technically related Audi A3 abie BMW 1
Series, a relatively new competitor in the segmediowever, the
competitors remain worlds behind Wolfsburg in terpfssheer unit

sales.

The fact is: the design of the Golf V with the chateristic C-pillar,
the powerful rear, the sporty front end and the owlar, rising
toward the rear silhouette shows more dynamic thsmpredecessor.
Marc Lichte, now Head of Exterior Design, remembetise
development stage: “The 1:4 model already lookee Ithe actual
car on the road. It's rare for a car design to r@nmso consistent.”
Lichte continued: “In fact, the car was higher, as to get more
interior space. But it also became more dynamidal$ even more of
a wedge shape than the Golf Ill. The Golf V oncaiagcame with a
shoulder that runs toward the rear; the front et fhs was the case

with the Golf IV. The front end with the integrailghting was a big
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step.” And that's true: for the first time, the Hbdollowed the
contour of the headlamps headlights like in a raae. This had not
been the case with the Golf IV. Moreover, the thddmensionally
shaped headlamps headlights were pulled lateraitp the fender.
Another first were the two-part taillights in th3olf that extended
into the tailgate. And there are also some secrits:design of the
Golf V headlights had a surprising similarity toethaillights of the
first Porsche Boxster, while the radius of the re@ndow in the
Golf V, however, strikingly followed the lines ohé EA 266 — an
unrealized prototype of the Golf I. Incidentallyamy experts regard
this generation's Golf GTI as one of the most pdwlecars ever sold

under the Golf label.
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High-end in the compact format Golf VI  —2008 to 2012

Razor-sharp lines

Wolfsburg / Detroit, January 2014. In just four years, a further
2.85 million Golf cars had been produced by the efdiuly 2012,
based on the sixth generation of the car launcime®d0i08. And once
again safety made great advances too: the car badgjn laser-
welded, was so rugged that it passed the EuroNCrRctest with
flying colors, gaining the maximum five stars. Thewas now also a

further airbag fitted as standard:

in terms of its quality, the Golf Vk interior in particular ranked as
ahead of its time. Meanwhile, more TSI engines andransition
among the turbodiesel engines (TDI) from unit irjen to the
common rail system produced greater dynamic peréorce and
lower fuel consumption. A top performer was the @et Golf
BlueMotion with a combined fuel consumption of jux8 /100 km,
equivalent to 99 g/km CO New assistance systems - such as Light
Assist automatic main beam management, Park Asgigl, start
assistant and technologies such as DCC dynamicsthaontrol -
made the'World Car of the Year 2009the most advanced Golf to
date. Also available were features such as the /Stept system and
battery regeneration mode, dynamic cornering lightsl LED rear
light clusters. Even if the Golf VI has now beermpped by the Golf
VII, its outstanding product features and superisige will ensure
that the sixth generation Go# as a used car toe will continue to
be regarded as one of the most successful carshenmarket for
many a year to come. Including all derivatives, atat of 2.85
million sixth generation units was producedthat is, 0.71 million

Golf cars annually.
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The Golf VI design

“The Golf does radiate into the other Volkswagerogucts, but
always just when it comes to the details, for exmijits precision,
its high valence. And the same applies for the tsi@tolf that came
out in 2008. It set the bar for precision and atiem to detail even
higher,” says Marc Lichte, Head of Volkswagen ExterDesign. As
Walter de Silva, Chief Designer of Volkswagen Grodpscribed the
Golf VI during its 2008 international presentatiorilt's more
accentuated, more three-dimensional than its presear, with
precisely defined lines and edges, and with fingisoportioned
flared surfaces and recesses.” Klaus Bischoff, €hikesigner
Volkswagen Brand, remarked at the time: “Every detds

uncompromisingly aimed at higher valence.”

The side-by-side comparison of generations 5 andcléarly

demonstrates, how much the Golf had changed in 2v0d8ually, the
Golf VI had become flatter than its predecessorn&ally, this Golf
constituted a further refinement of the Volkswagbasign DNA with
its consistent horizontal alignment of the frontdarear elements.
The team led by de Silva, Bischoff and Lichte séheddy

emphasized the original stylistic traits of the isesr dispatching
them on a journey into the future. The roof sectidas now resting
on a prominently contoured shoulder section. Thiaswdue to a
prominent, curving line that runs from the headtghto the
taillights, much like a muscle, well-trained dowa the last fibre.
This line is referred to as the “character line” Wglkswagen design,
and it gave the Golf VI a heavier, lower stance tbe road in the
side view. If you run your hand along the charadiee, you will get
a feel of the high quality design elements integdatinto the

galvanized sheet metal of the car body.

All surfaces were tenser and more athletic. In fitomt, the Golf VI
adopted the horizontally aligned band of the raahiagrill between
the headlights as was the case in the first Goliegation; the grill
itself was finished in a high-gloss black. The lisgyling of the

bumper corresponded to that of the radiator gAlother air intake,
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all in black, opened up in the area below. The amedight housings
of the dynamically styled headlamps were now alsmunted against
a black background. The rear was equally charazeelri by a
predominance of horizontal lines. Among other feat the very
wide taillights made for an unmistakably unique mtiglesign; split
tail lights of this style and size are a designne¢et normally used

in higher vehicle segments.
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Innovation pure Golf VII -since 2012

The new one rests in itself

Wolfsburg / Detroit, January 2014 On September 4, 2012,
Volkswagen celebrated the world premiere of the ri@elf in Berlin.
Just one day later, advance sales of the car, ssdlésr with over 30
million units sold, began in initial launch courdgs. Just three weeks
later, Volkswagen presented the Golf for the fitshe to a large
audience at the Paris Motor Show. The weight of nleev Golf was
reduced by up to 100 kg, thereby reversing the roftéed upward
weight spiral. Fuel economy was improved by a maximof 23
percent, depending on engine selection. The new f GBDI
BlueMotion consumes only 3.2 1/100 km (85 g of £Kkn) under
standard NEDC conditions. In addition, Volkswageashequipped
the Golf with an entire armada of new assistancstesys on the
market — some as options and others as standard.m&oh
innovation was promptly rewarded in May 2013: thelfGcame in

first in the renowned international award “Car betYear.”

The base gasoline engine model (TSI) consumes /A®0Ikm and
the entry-level diesel (TDI) 3.8 I/100 km. The T®lodels thus beat
the CGQ mark of 115 g/km, while at 99 g/km, the TDIs corire
under the 100 g/km threshold. As mentioned abole, iest figures
are delivered by the Golf TDI BlueMotion: 3.2 lieper 100 km and
85 g/km of CQ. Another new engine is the 1.4 TSI with 103 kW /
140 PS and automatic cylinder shut-off (ACT: actieglinder
management). The combined fuel consumption of thasoline-
powered car that is as sporty as it is sustainaldlg: /100 km
(equating to 109 g/km C£. The Golf is presently offered in the
United States with a 2.5 liter five-cylinder engi(25 kW / 170 PS)
and as an extremely fuel-efficient TDI (103 kW /0L#S, 30 mpg
City, 42 mpg Highway). The independent GTI and thew Golf R

are also fuel efficient as well as awesomely sporty
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By the way, Volkswagen estimates that by virtuetbé new Golf
fleet — with CQ emissions reduced by 13.9 per cent on average
across the entire engine range — 119,000 tons @&Gs will be

produced annually in Europe alone!

The hunt for every last gram, meanwhile, must net &lowed to
lead to advances being achieved at the expenséept dackward in
other areas. Here too, Volkswagen demonstratesttteatGolf stands
more than ever for a democratization of progress for perfection

in every detail:

 with added space (extra legroom in the back andli®0s

more trunk capacity);

* new pioneering safety systems such as the muligioh
brake system and a proactive passenger proteckistesi, as
well as adaptive cruise control (ACC) with Front sAst

including the city emergency braking function;
e anew progressive steering system and wheel sugpens

e a driving profile selector, a touchscreen as stadda all
models and a completely redesigned world of infoiiora
and entertainment systems with a display in the wepsions

that reacts to hand movements via a proximity senso

The Golf VII design

The individual DNA of the Golf includes elementscéuas the
reduced design grill crossbar and side window grephas well as
the roof line of the Golf I, or the highly familia€-pillar and wheel
arches of the Golf IV. This DNA characterizes itsry own, unique
product and design language with features such wastionality,
ruggedness, honesty, and reliability. The new Gislfthe most
modern interpretation of this design language:iSitlogical, sound,
product-oriented, pure and precise, and refleces design DNA of
the brand as a pure expression of the design,” $dgss Bischoff,

Chief Designer of Volkswagen Brand. Bischoff cont@s: “That's
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why the basic architecture of the new Golf is untakable: It has a
simple, strong, coherent, reliable and secure feie fact the
proportions of the Golf have changed entirely withhe seventh
generation is extremely significant, giving the aamore confident

look on the road than ever!

As Marc Lichte, Head of Exterior Design, explaifi$he proportions
have changed, since we've benefited from the madtrlansverse
matrix. For instance, the front wheels moved 43 rfurther toward
the front end. That shortens the front overhang,levithe hood
appears longer.” Klaus Bischoff confirms this: “Tlehicle cab is
shifted backward in visual terms, resulting in tke-called 'cab
backward impression." That's what the proportiorisupper-class
vehicles are called, where the hood is long andcthie is located far
toward the rear. The new Golf therefore has theetgp proportions

usually only seen in higher segments.”

Two typical Golf elements are characteristic of tBelf silhouette:
C-pillar and roof line. The C-pillar runs from threof down to the
rear wheel arch in a single, homogeneous surfadmvA the wheel
arch, however, it assumes the full width of the dara greater
extent; that's why the new Golf looks more massael powerful
from the back view or rather angled back view, with having a
classic shoulder section. The absence of a shoutdgmical for the
Golf. In the front side view, the precision of the-pillar design
becomes apparent; it looks like the taut stringadfow, accelerating
even a stationary Golf forward purely on a visuakis, and is also a
tribute to the first and fourth Golf - the two dgsiicons of the

series.

Again, Klaus Bischoff comments: “The contouring tfe typical
long roofline was also redesigned from scratch. iAgahe Golf
comes with a new line above the side windows, whighs from the
roof spoiler right up to the A-pillars. That's ord the character
traits that give the Golf a high-quality look frothe side, a line that
might remain unnoticed at a first glance, but whicbnetheless is

another detail on the road to optical precision.”
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The design DNA is also expressed in a sympatheaientlly “face”;
additionally, it is defined by horizontally balartelements, which
give it width, just as with the first Golf. Takenogether, the
resulting a front section can be recognized as H Baany rear-view
mirror. With a drag coefficient of 0.27 (TDI and T@&lueMotion),
the extremely aerodynamic Golf VII has a highly &dent
appearance. And so it should be. Marc Lichte: “Tlae has been the
number 1 for almost four decades. If you are thetbeou feel
confident and composed. When you are the best, lyaue every
reason to be confident and composed. The Golf Wpresses this

sentiment. It rests in itself.

40 years of Golf / Wolfsburg / Detroit / VOLKSWAGEN / 31



40 Years of Golf - time bar of innovations

1974
Golf | — debut
* Front-wheel drive
e Trunk lid
» Crosswise engine
* Variable interior
1976
* First Golf GTI
* First Golf D (diesel)
e 1 million Golf
1978
e 2 million Golf
1979
* First Golf convertible
* 3 million Golf
1980
e 4 million Golf
1982
* First Golf GTD (turbodiesel)
* 5 million Golf
1983
e 6.99 million Golf |
Golf Il —debut
* Power steering
e Three-point belt
* Anti-perforation guarantee
1984
 Second Golf GTI
* Regulated catalytic converter
1985
* 7 million Golf
1986
* First Golf Syncro (all-wheel drive)
e First Golf GTI with 16V engine
* ABS anti-lock braking system for Golf Syncro
1987

ABS anti-lock braking system for all Golf GT and GT
vehicles
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1988

Rally Golf G60
Golf Limited G60
10 million Golf

1989
» First Golf City plug-in (electric)
» First Golf hybrid concept car
e 11 million Golf

1990
* First Golf Country
* First Golf GTI with G60 engine
e Catalytic converter standard for all models
* 1 million Golf GTI
* 12 million Golf

1991

e Third Golf GTI
* 6.3 million Golf Il

Golf 111 — debut
» First Golf with six-cylinder gasoline engine (VR6)
» First Golf Diesel with oxidation catalytic converte
e Immobilizer system
* Cruise control system

1992
« Driver and front passenger airbags
* 13 million Golf
1993
* First Golf TDI (turbodiesel direct injection engine
* First Golf station wagon
* First Golf convertible
* Second Golf Syncro
1994
e 15 million Golf
1995
» First Golf SDI (naturally aspirated diesel/direajection
engine)
1996

e First Golf TDI (turbodiesel direct injection engine
» First Golf GTI with turbo engine

+ ABS standard for all Golf

* Side airbags

* 17 million Golf
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1997
e 4.83 million Golf Il

Golf 1V — debut
» First Golf V5 (five-cylinder engine)
* Fully galvanized body

* First Golf 4AMOTION (with Haldex clutch)
* Third Golf convertible

* Fourth Golf GTI

+ ESC

» Xenon headlights

* First Golf GTI with unit injection

* First Golf 4AMOTION with 6-speed gearbox
e Second Golf station wagon

* Brake assist

« ESC standard in Germany

e 19 million Golf

2000
e 20 million Golf

2002
» First Golf FSI (direct injection gasoline engine)
* First Golf R32
» First Golf with natural gas drive (BiFuel in theasion

wagon)

« After front and side airbag, the head airbag become
standard

e 21,517,415 vehicles have been produced — the Gadftakes
the Beetle

2003

* First Golf with 6-speed dual clutch gearbox (DSGtle

R32)

e 4.97 million Golf IV

Golf V — debut
» Automatically dimming rearview mirror
* Bi-Xenon headlights
* Laser-welded bodywork
» Park Distance Control
* Rain sensor
* Four-link rear suspension
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2004
* Fifth Golf GTI (with TSI/ turbo direct injectionagsoline
engine)
e 23 million Golf

* First Golf TSI as twincharger (combining turbo and
superchargers)
+ Second Golf R32

* First Golf Plus

» First Golf BlueMotion

* First CrossGolf

e Third Golf station wagon
e 25 million Golf

» First Golf with 7-speed dual clutch gearbox
* 3.4 million Golf V

Golf VI —debut

* First Golf with common rail TDI engine

* Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC).

« Hill hold assist

* Dynamic cornering light

« DCC adaptive damper control

» Keyless access (locking and starting the car witrdnor
locks and ignition locks)

* Knee airbag standard

 LED reversing lights

* Navigation system with touchscreen

* Park Assist

» Battery regeneration mode

* Reversing camera

e Stop/Start system

« Second Golf Plus

* Fourth Golf station wagon
e Sixth Golf GTI

e Comeback of the Golf GTD

e Third Golf R
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2011
» Fourth Golf convertible

2012
e 2.85 million Golf VI

Golf VII — debut
* Adaptive Cruise Control
* Ambience lighting
e City Emergency Braking
* Dynamic Light Assist
» Electric parking brake
 Ergonomic seats
» Driving profile selector
* Deluxe climate windshield.
* Lane Assist
 LED fog lights
» Driver Alert system
* Automatic Post-Collision Braking System
 Panorama sliding sunroof
* Park Assist 2
+ Park Pilot
* PreCrash
* Progressive steering
* Runflat tires
 Touchscreen switches on as hand approaches
* Road sign recognition
* Front axle differential lock
e Cylinder shut-off (ACT / active cylinder managemgnt

* New Golf station wagon

* New Golf TDI BlueMotion
» First Golf TGI BlueMotion
* New Golf GTI

* New Golf GTD

* New Golf 4MOTION

* New Golf R

* New Golf Sportsvan

» First e-Golf
* First Golf with plug-in hybrid
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